Orthostatic hypotension with brainstem tumors.
Three patients with brainstem tumors had orthostatic hypotension as the major presenting manifestation. Two patients had primary tumors that involved the dorsal medulla, pons, and rostral spinal cord; one was a malignant astrocytoma and the other a hemangioblastoma. The third patient had an oat cell carcinoma of the lung with subependymal spread to the medulla, pons, hypothalamus, and thalamus. Evaluation of baroreceptor function in the patient with the malignant astrocytoma showed a defect in the efferent sympathetic limb of the baroreceptor reflex arc.